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The research significance of this study mainly reflected in theoretical and practical
aspects:

Theoretically, original English films represent a new English teaching model, which
takes visual culture as the core. Visual culture is the culture of acquiring knowledge and
improving ability by replacing language with the concrete image of the learning object in the
process of learning,

Practically, this paper provides more abundant materials for the application of film
teaching research. Original English films can provide students with rich and real language
materials, cultivate students' intercultural communication ability, and improve students'
interest in learning English.

.\ EASMAFIR

Now foreign film language literature teaching and research has been outstanding, and
become mature in recent years. Many courses of English films for English teaching have been
offered independently in college English departments, such as “Film and Literature ", “Film
Translation” and so on. At the end of the 20th century, American and British language
teaching experts Susan Stemple-ski and Barry Tomalin pointed out that the audio-visual
teaching method can display language information more comprehensively and truly than any
other teaching media. Barry Tomalin demonstrated the advantages of audio-visual teaching
method through experiments. And Harmer discussed the diversification of audio-visual
material practice forms.

Liu Lanying, a domestic scholar, believes that the teaching method of English
audio-visual with English original films enhances the students' learning motivation, improves
their language use ability, and cultivates their analytical and thinking abilities. In addition,
through a semester of experiment, researcher Zhu Chenchen believes that over time, students
who receive film studies are more likely to truly achieve the fundamental goal of college
English learning.

Compared with foreign countries, English film teaching in China is still in its infancy.
and few domestic research documents can be found. Therefore, I hope this thesis can help
English teachers and students to reflect on the application of English movies to some extent,
so as to further improve the effectiveness of the original English films in college English

teaching and learning.
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In this paper, I intend to study the promoting effect of original English films on college
English learning. First of all, I will give a brief introduction to this paper which includes the
background, contents of research, and purpose and significance. Secondly, it states the
overseas and domestic research status, and illustrates the theoretical foundations, such as
input hypothesis theory and affective filter hypothesis theory. The third part is an empirical
study. I will choose about 30 college English learners to do a questionnaire survey, and
conduet individual interviews with some of them and the teachers who teach college English.
Then I will analyze the results of the survey. Fourthly, I will make a summary of the results to
see whether the results have reached the purpose of this paper. Finally, suggestions will be
| given according to the results, and discussion will also be conducted.




I'he main problem to be solved: . - ivation?
(1) Whether the original English films have an impact on students Ieam'mg motw:atlon';
(2) Whether the original English films have an impact on students’ English proficiency”
(3) How do the original English films affect college English learning?
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Preliminary preparation: _

| Determine the thesis topic and collect relevant materials.

2. Translate the selected reference.

3. Sort out and selected materials, then confirm the references.

4. Make a questionnaire.

5. Draw up the outline and begin to conceive the proposal report.

Data collection: ) " ]

1. Collect a lot of relevant materials by searching online materials, consult}ng the papers of
the Chinese periodical database and borrowing the reference books of the library, etc.

2. Integrate and analyze the collected materials.

h. MERMT TR

Sep. 23, 2018—Nov. 23, 2018

The first period:

1. Choose the tutor and the topic.

2. Collect translation materials.

3. Upload and review the thesis title in the system.
Nov. 24, 2018—Jan. 5, 2019

The second period:

1. Translate thesis-related materials.

3. Draw up the outline of the paper and fill in the report paper.
Jan. 6, 2019—May. 16, 2019

The third period:

L. Finish the first and the second drafts.

2. Make revisions under the supervision of the tutor.
3. Finish the final draft.
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Advancing Listening Comprehen
Abstract:
Teaching listening comprehension is one of the most

sion Through Movies

vital and difficult tasks for any

grammar teaching. This study
explored 10 what extent students enhance listening comprehension throug ’

: e o h movies with and
without subtitles and what their attitudes are towards this teaching tool. A total of 38 students

ught in English language private school in Novi Sad in 2013 were tested in their listening
abilities through pretest and posttest. The five-point Likert scale was employed in rating. Best
students’ attitudes and the worst students’ attitudes toward this technique have been selected
for interview after they completed the questionnaire. Finally interviews were used to elicit
student's positive and negative opinions towards the technique. All these were conducted over
one academic year, and the study showed that the students needed more time to leam and
more advice. Clearly, using movies proved to be an effective way for students to improve
their listening ability. A majority of them enhanced listening skills and gained more than
vocabulary, understood more foreign culture, felt relaxed and had fun while learning in class.

1. Introduction:

Numerous research have proved that listening comprehension can be enhanced with the
addition of images (Bowen, 1982; Guichon & McLornan, 2008: Hanley, Herron & Cole, 1995:
Lonergan, 1984; Markham, Peter & McCarthy, 2001; Stempleski, 2003; Tomalin, 1986). Thus,
besides that movies are motivating media due to encompassing various topics and that they
are presented with both audio and visual stimuli (Lonergan, 1984; Stempleski, 2003), the
benefits of using them for language learning are their images and sound that help set the scene
of events and its additional information, such as the paralinguistic features, provided zs
support to listening comprehension (Guichon & McLornan, 2008; Katchen, 1996a). With the
advance of technology, options of how one can watch movies become numerous. In addition,
movies can also fill in a cultural gap which is sometimes a prerequisite for learning
vocabulary, i.e. novel blends in English particularly focusing on the interpretation of their
meaning. Silaski and Purovié (2013) note that “the correct ‘unpacking’ f’f novel blends by
nonnative speakers of English requires the right cultural background, and if the knowwg_e of
that background is missing, that is if extralinguistic opacity occurs. novel blends remam either
incomprehensible or misdecoded.” (p.102) .The use of movies seems to be limited to an

i the use
extent or underused since numerous studies have been centered on exploring whether

i : tov:
of the L1 or the L2 subtitles assist the leamers’ general listening Cﬂm}::e]i]rcmlz;l(z:iln:‘;‘
1999; Guichon & McLornan, 2008; Markham et al., 2001). o ‘t;:ve method in
hﬂguﬂge. These studies concerning the use of e applledﬁ] :lhf-‘f qﬂ‘:nt:'om However
carrying out the research. They examined the - eafs lhag:lthod T:O investigate the
there have also been several studies using a more qualitative m

i L1 or L2
leaners’ interaction with the L1 and/or L2 subtitled movies and whether the

%1ﬁ$§4ﬁ

foreign language teacher because there are no rules as in




i h is focused
ili 96b). This researc
ability (Katchen, 1996b) e B

In addition, since

3 uage .

subtitles can enhance the learners llang £ - t ;
the bottom up language aCQUISitIOIl and 1

on th % d in BI’](IC(I o exam ne

i . with either the L1 or the L2 subtitles. '
languag'e lhTougha: a::llc:iinm:v\;léesa:::ﬂ;\lz:i}:i}rubié (2011) note tha; “?:Er;:;i :»i ]:c;;n:
iilk;v::ss;iiOIUI\;ICEF u Srbiji, 2005 — 2009), )'Joung pecnpltl":1 m'tSerS ;(a}w g
social issue outside their peer circles, tend to reject an),!’ aut 0;1 yt,his o n
enthusiasm towards social goals of general significance (p.658)

(&

learning.
methodology: ) : .
i'hizstzzr::'lade use of{; i quantitative data survey consisting of a 25—1te-m quesstlz:;l::;:
and a qualitative data survey via oral interviews. The research sample comp Heed s .
learning English as a foreign language. Twenty two participants were females and sixteen
were males. The average age of the participants was eighteen years. Nine students were
studying at secondary schools, and twenty nine of them were university students. Firstly, thtfy
were interviewed in order to build up an image of their background towards watching film in
advance. Secondly, a questionnaire was applied to explore students' opinions after completed
learning listening skills through films. The questionnaire consisted of twenty-five questions
and was separated into two main sections. These sections were as follows: 1) Students'
opinions toward learning listening skills by using films; 2) Other suggestions and opinions.
Section two was also divided into three parts to identify students' view. It consisted of benefits,
limitations and suggestions on learning listening skills through movies. The five-point Likert
scale was employed in rating weight as: Strongly agree, Agree, Undecided, Disagree, and
Strongly disagree. Best students' attitudes and the worst students' attitudes toward this
technique have been selected for another interview after th,

3. Results:

® 31 students claim that they liked watching fil
films so much.
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ability-
S ies show real life situati ——
Gince movl ltuations, watching them ma

: . y be interesting for (e
ing comprehension and help motivate students 1o stud g for te

: aching
Y in English langyage. The

quest n, \’Eloping Iislening skills th
; ? 2 rough
movies: Students’ opinions are shown in Table 1. Students ' attity o e b gt
enefits of

developing listening skills through watching films (N= 38)

The data in Table' 1 .indi.cates -that students felt that watching films with English
coundtrack improved their listening ability (97%). They also stated that varieties of films he‘l
hem enhance listening abilities as well (97%). They also realized that watching movies {‘OI:
practicing listening skills helped them in many ways including; learning vocabulary, slang,
idioms (82%). utilizing words through all situations (64%) and understanding English in
everyday life (78%). In addition, they were able to interact better with foreigners (75%) and
had more interest and understanding in foreign culture (91%). Moreover, they not only
improved listening skill but also enjoyed learning at the same time. They had fun, felt relaxed.
and satisfied in class (76%, 88%. and 77%, respectively).

However, limitations in learning listening skills through movies were also concerned in
the study, as shown in Table 2. Students ' attitudes towards the limitations in developing
listening skills through movies (N= 38)

Many students liked watching movies with subtitles (62%) and they think that subtitles
had a positive effect on their listening comprehension. Some stated watching films were a
waste of time (11%). They, however, argued the item that film did not satisfy their needs and
they thought that they gained knowledge to improve their listening skill after finishing the
course (72%).

From the data revealed in Table 3.Students' attitudes towards the suggestions on
developing listening skills through films (N=38), students also gave suggestions on learning
listening skill through movies as follows:

The study showed that the students needed more time 10 learn (66%) and needed ‘morc
advice during the learning activity (44%). They also liked both their own favourite movies as
Well as those selected by the teacher and they claimed that they should praetice by then*:sclves.
Nevertheless, they thought that this technique should be used for other subject areas (49%).

4. Conclusion:

Due 1o the research results subtitles in English are advantagee .
*Pite of the insufficient contextual environment for students ©© practice
:;antiest::;nts believe that mevies oi" f:oreigrl cl;zf:abg;zz r:;laaltce ‘:;Jmmi;h - -visual
channejs mprowss o le g s S'W than one single channel: fmmersing in the
then; 5 . can | e Lo ptitles and lively conversation, students
" seec am.i vivid English context, through the SUDHH Keround knowledge, and thus,

the image and hear the pronunciation, s their backe
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us to students in Serbia. In
English, fortunately,
ompensation. Based




are engaged in the listening activity,

they should pay attention to. Clearly,

their listening ability and get better
responded with

ned more than

feteh the main ideas of the movie. When students

subtitles can give them better emphasis or hint of what

using films is an effective way for students to 1mprove .
3 o :
insight in English culture. A majority of them enhanced listening

favorable attitudes through watching films. They believe that they gai hile learning in
vocabulary, understood more foreign culture, and felt relaxed and had - i d
class. However, some of them were not sure whether watching films was a waste of time an
did not satisfy their needs. Moreover, some students had negative attitudes toward films as
well, but most of them appreciated this teaching tool and would like to learn in the next
course as well. In Serbia students study English as a foreign language, and mostly
communicate in English only during the class time. They rarely use it in daily life, so when
acquiring listening ability of English language in Serbian environment, they should be patient,
well-disciplined and practice a lot. They see the movies as a glimpse into a different culture
that helps them achieve their goal and realize the value of listening to different dialects,
different voices and pronunciations. “...Successful societies are based on good evaluation of
the individuals' needs and abilities and the abilities of their organizational units to perform
their functions in an effective, efficient and sustainable manner.”

BAT 3y
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Research on the Promoting Effect of Original English Films on
College English Learning

Abstract: As the most common language in the world, English attracts more and more
language leamers. In the current situation, the traditional teaching method has been unable to
adapt to the requirements of the new currieulum reform and the increasingly frequent
international exchanges. In order to change this situation, it is necessary to broaden the mode
of English teaching. The application of original English films in teaching can enable students
o experience and perceive the real language. At the same time, it can also enable students to
show their personality, develop their mind, expand their horizons and improve their
comprehensive ability

Based on the input hypothesis theory and affective filter hypothesis theory, this paper
explores the influence of original English films on college English learning through empirical
rosearch, The vesults show that the original English films promote students' English leaming
i many aspects. OF course, there are also many limitations:

To sum up, it is a good choice for those who want to improve their English to choose the
right film combined with reasonable learning methods.
Key Words: waching mode: original English film; Input hypothesis theory; Affective filter
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1. Do you know anything about the other three hypotheses?

(DThe acquisition-learning hypothesis, distinguishes between the processes of
language acquisition and language learning. Krashen contrasts acquisition and learning

as two distinct and separate language processes.
' @ The natural order hypothesis, argues that the acquisition of grammatical
structures occurs in a predictable sequence. The natural order hypothesis applies to both
first language acquisition and second language acquisition, although similar. The order
of acquisition often differs between first and second languages.
. (®According to the monitoring hypothesis, Krashen believes that learning is only
editing or monitoring the application language. The user needs to have sufficient time to
master the rules to be used, and to pay attention to the correctness of the grammar,
2. What are the limitations of using original English films as teaching materials?

There are many languages in the film, especially in American films, which are not
suitable for students to learn, such as there are a lot of slang and even swearing in the
film. In addition, the content of some films may be difficult for students to understand.

3. Can you please explain the “i+1” theory?

In the famous “i+1” formula, “i” stands for the present level of the learner, and “1~
represents the language material that is slightly higher than the present level of the
learner. And the input of “i+1” does not need to be provided intentionally. As long as the
learner can understand the input and have enough input, then the input is provided
automatically.
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